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Heather Bentley, violist, holds Bachelors and Masters degrees in Viola and Chamber Music from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music. She also attended Indiana University where she studied chamber music with Rostislav Dubinsky 
of the Borodin Quartet, Joseph Gingold and Menachem Pressler of the Beaux Arts Trio.

In addition to playing with ODEONQUARTET, Ms. Bentley is (as a violinist) Concertmaster of Scrape – an original music 
string orchestra. Scrape is a musician-led, improvising-friendly group of classically-trained string players with two harpists 
performing the works of Jazz great Jim Knapp and genius violist/improviser/composer Eyvind Kang. She also serves as 
Principal Viola of the Northwest Sinfonietta, under the baton of Christophe Chagnard.

During her college years, Ms. Bentley was awarded a fellowship to the Tanglewood Music Center, where she performed 
as Principal Violist in the Tanglewood Festival Orchestra, and was Associate Principal of the New York String Orchestra 
under Alexander Schneider. She was also the winner of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music’s Concerto 
Competition, and appeared as soloist with the Conservatory Orchestra, performing Hindemith’s “Der Schwanendreher”. 
She and her quartet at Indiana University were named the first recipients of the Michael J. Kuttner String Quartet 
Fellowship and were privileged to be presented at Carnegie Hall.

Ms. Bentley has also appeared as viola soloist with the Pacific Northwest Ballet Orchestra, the Northwest Sinfonietta, the 
Whatcom Symphony Orchestra and the Palo Alto Chamber Orchestra. Local chamber music performances include 
appearances with the Seattle Chamber Players, the Olympic Music Festival, Second City Chamber Music Series, and the 
Bell’ Arte Series in Bellevue, as well as the New Performance Group at the Cornish College of the Arts and the Mostly 
Nordic series.

Ms. Bentley’s dedication to music education is evident in her ongoing teaching activities. For nine years, she was on the 
faculty of the Northwest School as Conductor of the Northwest School Chamber Orchestra, where she led the ensemble 
on tours to Cuba, Central Europe and China. She was also Director of the Westside Chamber Program for the Seattle 
Conservatory of Music from 2002 – 2010, building the membership from just a few groups to over ten per semester. Since 
2007, she has been an adjunct faculty member at Seattle’s Lakeside School, assisting in the revamp of their music 
curriculum. Ms. Bentley serves as musical coach, chamber music director and private violin and viola instructor in a 
program that now boasts five orchestras and numerous chamber ensembles spread across grades 5 through 12.

Ms. Bentley has been a member of ODEONQUARTET since 2003. Recent tours with ODEONQUARTET include a trip to 
Odessa, Ukraine, and  “Bridging the Cultural Gap” tour to Moscow, Russia in June 2010, where they appeared at 
Rachmaninoff Hall of the Tchaikovsky Conservatory, as well as an appearance at “DOM  MUSIKI”.

Ms. Bentley writes a blog called http://HemidemisemiThoughts.blogspot.com
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